
ARKANSAS TEN 
 
Subject is a U.S. citizen, female, Caucasian, 51 years of age, born in the state of Arkansas July 3, 
1949.  She holds a Ph.D. degree and as of the date of this recording, worked as an academic 
advisor at a university in Maryland.  She spent most of the first 30 years of her life in Arkansas, 
except for a time when her father was in graduate school in Louisiana.  She lived for a year in 
Arizona.  She has lived in Columbia, Maryland for the past 20 years.  She talks about growing up 
in rural Arkansas and about memories of a winter ice storm when the power went out for two 
weeks. 
 
Running time: 04:46 
 
TRANSCRIPTION OF UNSCRIPTED SPEECH  
 
I was born in Batesville, Arkansas in 1949. (ah) My father was a veteran of World War II and he 
and my mom had moved back to Arkansas (ahm) from Colorado where they'd been stationed 
during the war.  And I grew up on a farm in Pleasant Plains, which is a hamlet, I guess.  (Ahm) 
We h—…there were a hundred and fifty people in this very small town.  And (um) we had 
gardens, we had chickens, and cattle and horses (um), there was a pond, there were woods. 
(throat clearing) One of my favorite things as a child would be to climb in the trees in the 
backyard with fresh tomatoes and read books.  And I spent many afternoons doing that.  (ahm) 
When I did have to work in the garden, I was always very happy at the end of the summer 
because the corn was always near the highway, and I didn't want people to see me hoeing.  And 
so if the corn was high enough, I was invisible. (laughs) Which sounds so silly now—you're on 
the farm, everyone does this. But at the time, you know, that was a problem.  (um) We left the 
farm when I was ten, and my father went to graduate school in Louisiana, so we lived there for 
awhile.  And then (uh) we lived in Pine Bluffs, which in another part of the state.  And by the 
time I had finished college, I had lived in all four sections of Arkansas.  I think, one cl—…one 
very clear memory I have….  There was a, a big ice storm, (creaky voiced vocalization) maybe 
nineteen fifty-six to fifty-eight, along in there, and for two weeks we had no electricity and that 
was pretty rough.  But they came along with a portable generator. And happened to be on the 
night that my—that Father Knows Best was on television.  (laughs)  And I remember so clearly 
sitting with the men and the generator and they….  My mother got to wash, use the washing 
machine and, you know, some important things like that—probably run the vacuum.  But I got to 
watch a television show for thirty minutes in the midst of this long ice storm.  And we, we had 
another one this past winter (uh) that was very severe across the South, apparently much worse 
than that one.  (ahm) But it was a very isolated time – the schools were closed, the roads…. 
 
NOTES ON SPEECH:  Strongly rhotic. Overall tendencies: nasalization, jaw raised and tensed, 
lip corner tension/retraction, diminishment or lack of lip rounding, glottal fry at ends of phrases.  
Unscripted speech includes more frequent pitch raising at ends of phrases than the Comma 
reading. "Monophthongization" to /a/ characteristic of southeastern U.S. dialects in the words 
nine, I, ice, isolated.  /aɪ/ diphthong used in stationed, plains, face.  Both vowel characteristics 
can be heard in highway. Raising of jaw contributes to tendency to raise vowels, particularly 
before /n/ as in men, generator.  Particularly strong nasalization of diphthong in mouth; also 
overall reduction of lip rounding in evidence in the word.  Post-vocalic R tends to be retroflex.  



"Diphthongization" of vowels or use of onglide for some vowels [əu] [əoʊ]. Can be heard in two, 
goat. Also note diphthongization or offglide on some vowels [ɪ̝ə] [ɛ̝ə] [æə] – print, stressed, 
format.  Pronunciations of note: 

yellow = [ˈjɛlə] 
sentimental = [sɛ̝nəˈmɪ̞nl̩] 
storm = [stowɜ˞m] 
important = [ɪmˈpɔə ̆˞t ̬ənt̬] 
winter = [ˈwɪnə˞] 

 
Sample recorded, speech transcribed, and notes written by Lynn Watson.  Recorded on May 8, 
2001. Added to the archive August 18, 2008. 


